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Opportunities for Worship and Service 

 

Sun.  Dec. 24 8:30am   Prayer Gathering   

   9:15am    Fellowship Time   

   9:30am    Bible Study              

                     10:45am     Morning Worship     

           11:00am    Korean Worship    

             4:00pm       Sunrise Worship Service   

   7:00pm   Christmas Eve Worship Service     

 

 Mon. Dec.  25    CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED  

   7:00pm   Med Prof AA [Women]  

   8:00pm    Med Prof AA [Men] 

 

Tues.  Dec.  26               CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED      

     

Wed.  Dec.  27  OPEN        Media Library                                       

              7:30pm      Korean Prayer & Praise  

 

Thur.  Dec.  28 OPEN         Media Library                                               

Fri.   Dec.  29 OPEN         Media Library             

Sat.   Dec. 30      

  

 
 
 

Jim’s                   Jottings 

 
“Who Gets to Narrate the World?” 

   Everybody in the world lives by a story, or perhaps multiple stories.  Counselors 
know this.  In seeking to help people deal with the traumas or issues in their lives, 
counselors invite counselees to tell their story.  As they listen to their client’s story, 
the counselor assesses both the strengths and challenges present in the person’s 
life.  Sometimes the story being told reveal strengths and resources that the coun-
selee of which the counselee is unaware -- strengths and resources that can be-
come the building blocks for renovating or rebuilding the brokenness in the client’s 
life.   At other times, as pastoral counselor Andrew Lester reminds us, the story 
guiding the person’s life is so toxic or distorted, that the work of the counselor is to 
help them to “re-narrate” their story, to re-frame the guiding narrative of their life. 
   So powerful is the role of narrative, of story, in shaping our lives that marketers, 
economists, politicians, social groupings, advocacy groups, et. al. work hard to con-
vince us to adopt their narrative of the reality of our lives and the world in which we 
live.  Many of the stories are grounded in fear, greed, prejudice, pride; others ap-
peal to our desire to be somebody, to stand out above the crowd, to be number 
one; while others cast us as  consumers, cogs in the wheels of a global economy.  
The stories we tell ourselves, the stories others tell us that we adopt as our own, 
are powerful shapers of our vision and action; they drive our decisions, on both the 
conscious and unconscious levels. 
   At the beginning of every semester, I require the students in the theology class I 
teach at Bellarmine to write a “spiritual autobiography.”  In addition to asking them 
to tell the story of their life, I ask them to conclude the paper by reflecting on the 
major themes that arise out of the telling of their life story, to reflect on the nature 
and implications of the story they are telling for who they are and where they see 
themselves headed.  Most are puzzled by the assignment, but at the conclusion are 
surprised to discover the story behind the story that shapes their interactions with 
others and the world. 
   The coming of Jesus Christ into our world is God’s invitation to us to reframe the 
story of our lives, to re-shape the narrative we have about the world we live in.  God 
invites is to see the world as a precious gift of God’s love, to see ourselves and oth-
ers as people created in God’s image and re-created by the redeeming love of God 
in Christ.  Christmas invites us to see that the only story that ultimately give life is 
God’s story. 

http://us.yhs4.search.yahoo.com/r/_ylt=A0oG7qSaR7tRemQAhecPxQt.;_ylu=X3oDMTBscWN2ZnBjBHNlYwNzYwRjb2xvA2FjMgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1slctpop3/EXP=1371256858/**http%3a/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3fp=free%2bclip%2bart%2bministry%26back=http%253A%252F%252Fus


Christmas Eve 

7:00 p.m. 

Join us as we bring Advent to a close and move into the celebration of 
Christ’s bringing the light of God’s grace into our world. 

                                                  LYNDON BAPTIST CHURCH                        

                                 WEEKLY CONTRIBUTION SUMMMARY  

   

                     12-17-17                           Y-T-D                                                                         

General Offering                $   6,690.00    $  235,822.35 

Budget                                             $   4,808.00                  $  245,232.00 

Variance                 $    1,882.00    $     (9,409.65)                             

Missions   $       210.00       $          801.00 

                     

 

           Week of December 24, 2017 to  December 30, 2017                          

              John Polhill  426-5366     

        Sunday School Attendance                                      

            December 17,  2017 

   Preschool  4     

          Children    0 

            Youth                  0        

           Good Shepherd         8 

            Adult               44 

              TOTAL                        56         

            

              

         Sunday,  December 31,  2017  
 

Nursery   

Greeter   Janis Rice    

Scripture Reader  Peggy Romanoli    

Prayer of Dedication  Priscilla Mullins  

 

I Thank 

everyone 

for the 

Prayers & Cards from time to 

time. They mean a lot to me! 

Thank you All  Very Much ! 

      Chris Palmer 

World Mission Prayer and Offering 

   Today we ponder the realities of Mary and Joseph looking for a place to stay to register in 

a government required census. We sense their hardship in Mary being pregnant and riding 

on a donkey and Joseph walking from Nazareth to Bethlehem. As they find a place to stay, 

God releases His Son from the confines of the womb. We witness a display of angels telling 

shepherds where to find Jesus and they come and worship. 

   The realities of refugees today also relate to the government response to Jesus birth in 

Matthew’s gospel. Twin brothers Jacob and Esau have left the murderous factions of their 

home in south Sudan to find something different. They are learning  about love and                       

acceptance in the CBF ministry. “Refuge and Hope” in Uganda. They join other refugees 

from Sudan, Ethiopia, Eritrea and Somalia in experiencing peace—that their displaced lives 

can reject the hate of their past and accept God’s transforming love for themselves and                

former enemies. The new issue of Fellowship magazine features the story of Jacob and Esau 

and how your gifts support the release of captives and good news to the poor and the joy of 

knowing God. 

Our church collection of the World Mission gifts for CBF and IMB continues through the 

middle of January. We pray for their field personnel and missionaries to experience and   

express the reality of  Jesus’ coming into our world and His Kingdom that draws people to 

His everlasting love. 





















                 

  

    



 










